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gh 1 + this Sermon ftould be en- 

Gountred by two forts of cenſures;, Eieſ of 
. A. thoſe:wwbo-Eruy that goodneſs which they 
will not imitate; \ and for the. Vindication 'of their 
own worthleſneſs and barrennefs,: detrat from the 
Excellence ' and | Fruitfulneſs of- others © Next. .of 
rhoſe, who may be diſgufled\at.'3bx. courſenels. ad 
heavineſs. of it : Tet this could nat difſcqurage me 
from the publication” of it :  Fori as-t9 the former, if 
they could deſerve my conſideration, 1 am Jaffcjent- 
Jy fortified againſt 'em by being conſcious ta myſelf, 
that I have impartially follow d ftrift Truth, either 
perſonally known to me,or abundantly atteſted; As 
to the latter I think verily, they do me no great 
wrong, for I agree thus far with em, that the diſ- 
courſe is by no means equal to the ſubjet: But in 


this Thave this comfort, that thou+h it can give no 
2000s or Dignity t0_ the ſubjet, it may receive 


2.1 aazsno $f both 


— _ The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
both in ſome meaſure from it, and ſo may prove 
ul in deſpight of it's flatneſs. Beſides, Exam-. 
ples of thts nature ought nor to be” flifled or ſap» 
P Ve * as bens ſuch excellent Vindications of our 
Chriftian profeſſion, ſuch brisk reproaches and'con- 
wvincing reproofs of the Coldneſs and Irreligion of 
evil men, and ſuch excellent Incentives of. Emula- 
tion to the god. And yet after all this, I think ve- 
rily, 1 fhould never have ſuffered his diſcourſe ro 
have ſeen the Light ( ſuch was my value for it!) had 
Trot been over-ral d, as you know, by the importu- 
nity of ſuch, whofe Friend:hip | have no ground tq 
queſtion, and to whoſe Judyment, F have juſt - 
ground to pay a' deference : Now that it is pub- 
tifht, it dorh> of Right belong. ro. you;: 10 :whom. Þ © 
offer 1t;. endiintreat you t0. accept it, norwithſland- 
ing it's tmperfetlions, as a'teſlimony of my- Re- 
ſpe foriyou,: and of my kindneſs for the Memory . © 
of your dear Father, and my dear Friend departed, 
Tl {5 Eh; LIL age yl) aids 


. ' . % 2 I A 
% "I L > ' TRACES 4 \ : i v % : 
—— 0 | , Ys \ OY \ , x 
: oo : w\m., / ; , : 
; ko d\\ 1 'FR CAD ASTON {40,8 Ge Kt 
> Fe 7 FEE , - * whish \ 
[4 1 i ? by 9 
8 BE ES TT HJ \IC F--® 
; l q AAS THEY Y 


+099) 1.01 Your Afﬀectionate Friend, 
and Humble Servant 


% 4 4 wh * G@%\\1 WA Y z\ \ , Q Y, \ ; 
* % - oY C.4 y : : % 
ALY &ICHARD LUCAS. 


JOHN 17.4, 5. 


I have glorified thee on the Farth, IT have finiſht 
the 'works which thou gaveſt me to do. 

And now 0 Father, glorifie thou me with thine own 
ſelf, with the glory which T had with thee be- 
fore the World was. 


Othing can afford ſo much . comforc 
and ſupport, in the day of Calamity 
or Death, as the Conſcience of a well- 

ſpent Life; a faithful diſcharge of our Duty, 

being the Solc-Rational proof of our ſincerity, 
and our fincerity bcing the only ſolid ground 


of Hope, and aſſurance towards God. If our heart 


(z.,e., our Conſcience.) condemn us not, then have 


we confidence towards God, 1 John 3. 2. 
This is a: Leff9n our Saviour has taught us 


by his own Example here m my Text; very well 


knowing 


£44 45 » 


(2) 

cnowing that the time of his Death and Cruci- 
fxion was very near at hand, that he might 
tortifie Iiumſelf againſt all che Terrours of it, 
by confirming and {trengthening, his Hope 
of that Foy that was ſet before him, he enters up- 
on a ſurvey of his paſt Life, recolletts all his 
performances, refle&ts upon his Actions, and 
calls himfclf to. an account concerning the 
Diſcharge of that Truſt which God had com- 
mitted to him, of the great Wark which he had 
undertaken.for the Salvation of man, and the 
Honour of God: And finding upon a juſt. and 
I:mpartial Reflection that he had through the 
whole courſe of his Lite, acquitted himfelt taich- 
fully and vigorouſly, his Soul rejoyceth within 
him, and he breaks out into expreſſions of holy 
Confidence and an aflur d and carncft expecta- 
tion of the Reward of his Obedience and Faith- 
tulnefs. IT have glorified thee on the Earth, &c. 
And now 0 Father, glorifie thou me with thine 
own ſelf, &c. ah 
Thus I have in part explained the words al- 
ready, having given you an accortnr: of *the 
Occaſion, Deſign and Tendency of them: As 
they belong properly and peculiarly to our Sa- 
yiour, they imply two things. 54 SbL 

| 7, Firſt, 
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(3) 

Firſt, His Faithful Diſcharge of his Prophe- 
tick Office ; I have glorified thee, &c. This con- 
ſiſted efpecially—— 1. In publiſhing the will 
of God to the World, as he himſelf explains it 
more fully in the following part of che Chap- 
ter. — 2. In the proof and evidence he gave 


of his Commiſtion-trom God, ' and the Divinity 


of 11s Doctrine, which was, tne Wonderfulneſs 
of his woiks, and the unparallcl'd Saniry of 
hs Lite. 

_ Scondly, His ExpeQtation of Reward, con- 
ſiting 1n the exaltation of his Human Narure, 
and irs admuſlion into a participation of that 


Glory, which he enjoy d with the Father from 


all-Ecermity. And now 0 Father, Glorifie thou me 
with thine own ſelf, with the Glory which I ha 
with thee before the World was. 
But if we conſider that Chriſt is the-Chriſt;- 
an's great pattern, that his Late 1s propos'd ro 
us, as an Example to our Obcdience; that : his 
peace and joy 1s in ſome degree the Portion 
and Blefling of every fanhtul Diſciple, and'tol- 
lower'of his, and-thar laſtly hs-exaltatton- and 
Glory is the Original and JUza, by which our's 
fhall in it's due proportron be -form'd and mo- 
delled, 1 may very welt be atlowed dh 
ng: B 2 / the 


(4) 
th:behaviour of our Lord-1n'my text as an'Ex- 
ample fer us all in- general, containing marrer 
of - Inſtruction and- Advice to all © hriſtians, 
which may. be 1cfolv'd into. theſe two Propos 
{uions, 

ft. That there.is a Work given every one. of 1s 
_ 0 finiſh, a Dary preſcrib'd each of us by hz 
Conſcientious performance . of . which, we may 
glorifie God on: the Earth, 

2dly. That a Chriſtian's Comfort and Af- 
furance 11 Death, if rational,” ought to flow 
from the Conſcience of a faithful diſcharge of 
this Duty. TS 

S 1ft. That there 5s a work, &c- The Duties 
of human Lite are of two forts — Firſt, ſuch 
as are common to .all as Men - and Chriflians. 
——Secondly, ſuch as are proper and peculiar to 
ſome men as enga2z'4 -1n diſtin. Callings and 
Profeſſions. As Men and - Chriſtians, Sobriety, 
Purity, Truth, Juſtice, Charity, Mecknefs, 
Long-Suffering, Devotion, Faith, Selt-Reſigna- 
tion, Obedience, and ſuch like are rhe works 
which God hath . pre-ordain'd that . we ſhould 
walk in: Theſe are RefleCtions. and Raics of the 
Divine glory, theſe are the Tracks and Chara- 
Qers of the Divine Image, theſe are the Or- 
| naments. 


CE 
naments and true Fxcellencies of a Chriſtian, in 
compariſon of which, the Celcbrated Exploits 
of the Heathen-Gods, 7zpiter, Hercules, Bac- 
chus, &c. are, as Laftantius ſpeaks, but child- 
iſh braverics, the blind Sallics of an 1unpo- 
ecat paſſion, of an Unballaſted Impetus: By 
the conftant-and ſincere practice of theſe, we 
exalt and perfect our Natures, advancing them 
Into a nearcr participation of the Divine Image; | 
by-the conſtant and fincere practice of- theſe, 
We. procure the-peace, the ſecurity; the Wel- 
fare and Proſperity of human Socicty ; - And 
finally, by the conſtant -and fincere practice 
of theſe., we adorn the Goſpel -of Chriit, -pro- 
mote the Honour of God, and- ſkew - forth the 
praiſes of him who called us out of Darkneſs into 
his Marvellous Light ; tor- nothing does more 
convincingly manifeſt and publiſhto che World - 
the Honourable Notions we entertain- of God, 
the Purity -and Power of: our Chriſtian Faith, 
than a Life-umploy'd and ſpent in theſe works ; 
for by this we openly proclaim to the World, 
that we do not believe that a Holy and good 


God can be pleas'd with any thing but Holi- 


nefs and Goodneſs, or that any Sacrifice can be 
ſo acceptable to him as the Inutation. ( accord- 
Ing - 


(6) I 
ing to our power} of his Divine Perfetions. * 
- B:fides theſe Duties common to all Chriſtt- | 
ans, there are others which: flow from our 
diſtin&t Profeſſions and Callings:; 'Every man's . 
Calling, whether he bea Paſtor in the Church, 
or a Ruler or Officer 41n the State, whether 
he be a Trader, Phyfician, Oc: doth more pe- 
culiarly exact ſome diſtin& kind of Vercue; 
As Watchfulnefs in Paſtors, Integrity in Ru- 
lers, Juſtice in Traders, Tendernefſs in Phy1tci- 
ans, and fuch Ike, andin all, Induſtry and 
Diligence: Nor doth ita little import che Ho- 
nour of our Religion, and the welfare of hu- 
man Society, that every man do faithfully dif- 
charge the particular and diſtin&t Duty of his 
Calling ; nor can he nezk& at without invol- 
ving himfelt in the guile! of trampling under- 
foot the moſt powecrtul obligations ; for zhis, 
the abilities God endow's:ſim with, his, the 
truſt God commits - to' him ; 2h4s, the Depen- 
dencies others have reaſonably fixt upon him; 
this, the general Covenant ſupposdentredinto 
by every Member of 'a Cotnmunity; that he 
wil be uſctul and belpful 11 tns' place ;; 7h7s, the 
Interett of thepÞublick,- and the glory -of God 
loudly calls and prefles eyery man to; .tbeing 
Zfil impoſlible, 


» 


( 75): 


4 : impoſſible, that Decency and Order in liuman 


Affairs ſhould þe preſery d, that the Beauty and 


Harmony of Divine Providence, ſhould bc 


- maintain'd, 
- ties of Mankind ſhould be miniſtred to, and 


that the mutual wants. and nccefſji- 


ſupplicd, or the Honour of God ſupported and 

upheld in the World, unleſs men be faichtul in 

the diſcharge of the Darties of their ſeveral Cal- 

lingsand Protutiions : Thus 1s that. the Apoſtle 

exhor ts, to, Ro. 12. 6, 7, 8: Having. then. 
gifts dl Jerins according to the Grace that is g1ven 

to us, wherher Prophecy, let us Propheſie accord. 

ing 10 the Propo;tion of Faith ; or Miniſtry, let 

#5 wait 0n 0ur Mznifting ; 3 Or be: that teacheth, 
on teaching ;or he that exhorteth, on Exhortation : 

He that ruteth, let him doit with diligence The. 
ſame Faithfulneſs and Diligence men are clſc- 
wherc 1a Scripture exhorted co, 1n their ſecular, 
and Prophane Callings. 

You ſce then what the works are which God 
preſcribes us to walk in, namely, the works of 
our general Callings, aswe are Men and Chri- 
ftians; and the works of our diſtinct Profelli- 
ons, as WS are dedicated to diffcrentumploy- 
ments in Church or State. You diſcern m the 


next xt place the natural Bent and Fendency of 
ic 


# # i 4 


(8) 

theſe wotks towards the glorifying God on the 
Earth. This, then 1s the Poſt which you are to 
make good ; this 1s -the ſtation you are to fill; 
this is the Province you are to adorn ; -you can- 
not otherwiſe acquit your ſclves with a good 
Conſcience towards God or Man. And hence 

1t follows — | 
$& 2dly. That the Faithful diſcharge of our 
Duty 1s the only Rational ground of our Afſu- 
rance towards God. "Tis true and confeſſed on 
4ll kands, that the Death and Mertts of © kriſt 
is the great cauſe of our Peace and Reconci- 
lation with God ; that through him, through 
him alone, all Chriſtians are to expect the 
pardon of their ſins, and the acceprance of 
their performances; That when we have done 
all, we are unprofitable Servants: And. that 
the moſt unblameable and pious Lite that 
ever was yet Ied upon Earth ( except that of 
Chriſt s himſelf ) could never beable to under- 
20 the Teſt, the Tryal of God's ſtrift Judg- 
ment: And - therefore our Deceaſed Friend, 
notwithſtanding the'nature and number of his 
good: works not cafily-to be paralleI'd-( though 
T with they were) by many Inſtances in this 
' Age, gaveus (this ſhort account of bis Faith 
545 Od and 


OO») 
and Hope the day before his Death, 7 traft i* 
the mercy of God. a 

Buc though all this be true, 'tis all nochng 
to the point 11 hand; for though Chrilt dycd 
for all, yet all have not a like or cqual] ground 
of Hope: Tho the Death of Jeſus ve tufhcient 
£0 attone for the 1198 of all, yet a! are not actu- 
ally pardoned: The Qicition theretore 15, wiat 
gives mena good Claim and a juſt Title to the 


+ Benefirs of Chrilt's paſlion; and what 1s the 


clearel(t proot of rhe goodneſs of our Claim ? 
and then nothing is more evident than that 
this 1s a faithful diſcharge of the Datics of Life,a 


' finiſhing the works God gives as to do. Thee arc 


the proper cftc&ts of ſaving Knowledge, and 


" aſaving Faith; Theſe are the very Effentials of 


Repentance towards God ; Theſeare the kindly 
Operations of Love unte1gned ; Theſe are the 
proper tokens of the Divine preſence, and rhe 
Reſidence of God's Spirit within us; Theſe 
laſtly are the natural and genuine fruits of an 
enligthned underitanding, and renew'd mind : 
Theſe therefore are the beſt proofs and evi- 
dances of our claim to all the Benefits of Chriſt's 
Death and Merits, and conſcquently the mot 


Rational Foundation of our Peace and Com- 
E = fore 


( 10) 
fort in oar Latter end. This is evident trom the 
Examples of all Righteous - and *:good men, 
whoſe Comfort in Death 1s wont to be pro- 
portioad to the Picty and Sincerity of their 
Lives ; hence (not to multiply Inſtances ) that 
of Saint Paul, 2 Tim. 4.7, 8. I have fought a 
good ſight, I have finiſht my Courſe, I have kept the 
Faith ; henceforth, there is laidup for me a Crown 
of Righteouſneſs, which the Lord the Righteons 
Fud e ſhall give me at that day ; and not to me 
only, but to them alſo that love his appearing. 
Here we have tac confident expectation of a 
Crown, tut *tis a Crownof Righteouſneſs ; and 
if we examine the ground of this confidence 
of St Paul, it is, that War which he proſper- 
ouſly waged, thoſe conflicts which he had ſuc- 
ceſstully maintain'd againft the World, the 
Flzih and the Devil ; Iis Indefatigable Perſeye- 
rance in the Race of Vertue and Goodneſs ſet 
before him: And finally, his ftedfaſt and un- 
thaken adherence to the Faith of Chriſt, in 


deſpight of all the malice and fury, with which 


he was aſlaulted. 

Thus haye I briefly inſiſted. on the words of 
my Text, as reſerving room for that which is 
a more fair and liycly Comment on 1t, = 

I ite 
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(tz) 

Life of our deceas'd Friend. And here:-41 puts 
faance of my method, I ſhould | be obliged, ta 
begin with an account of his bchavidus,- 11 his 
particular profeſſionz but having reſoly'd. ro 
ſay nothing, bur what I either perſonally know, 
or have full and unqueſtionable proof of, I will 
paſs over this part of his-Lite, as that to which 
] am in a great meaſure a ſtranger;thoughl cans 
not forbear recommending to you two Rules, 
which. he thought neccflary tor the © hriſtian 
Conduct of Trade—-Firft, That Traders thould 
carctully avoid the graſping at, and emoracing 
{o much buſineſs, as ſhould make their Trade 
encreach and intrench upon their Religton, chat 
they ſhould not ſuffer; their time and; their 
hearts to bz engros'd by the love and purſuit of 
Worldly gain, to the neglect and ruin of their 
Eternal Intereſt ———Secondly, That they ſhauld 
propoſe and defignan Increafe of their Chariry 
in proportion to: the Increaſe of theiv Wealth: 
And now I proceed to the Life of our departed 
Friend, with regard to the general Obligations 
he lay under as Man and Chriftian, wherein we 
meet with theſe two things conſiderable, His 
Religion: tewavds God, and his Charity towards 
Max. Theſe two divided and ſharcd his whole 

LEW or 3 14S CG 2 Litc 


(12) 

Life berwcen them, there being very few Acti- 
ons of it which might not be referred co the 
one or other,as the ſource and? rinciple ct them. 

Firſt, Of bis Religion towards God. This was 
that to which he dedicated and devoted himſelf 
betimes; He remembred his Creator in the days 
ef his Touth 5 Nor was he more carly than 
conſtant in this, for he perſiſted {tedfait 1n 1t 
to the end; his Religion had no Interruption, 
no Intermiſſion ; I could never find that there 
was any the leaſt period of his Life, which he 
abandon'd and gave up to an Indulgence of 
fin and tolly. Tis true, as you all know, he was 
ſometime miſled in point of Judgment ; but 
"tis as true that under all the changes of Times 
and Opirons, he retamn'd his Sincerity and his 
Zeal : An Opinion of greater {trictneſs of Life, 
and a more lively reliſh and ſayour of ſpiritual 
things among(it thoſe of the ſeparation firſt 
tempred him out of the boſom of our Church : 
and a deep ſenſe of the manifold Impictecs and 
dreadful miſchiefs which attended feparation 
firſt mov'd himto return tous; for this rais'd 
many fcruples and perplexities in him, and 
made him reaſonavly doubt that God could nor 
be the Author ot that way. The method he 
: aiterwards 


- 


( 13) 


afterwards took for a full and juſt Information 


of himſelt ; namely, impartial Examination of 
our beſt writings, conference with our AbſJeſt 

2en, together with inceflant prayers to God for 
the Illumination of his Spirit, the time and man- 
ner of his Return, hisopen acknowledgment of 
his errour, his publick proteſſiion of Repen- 
tance, his ſolemn and carne{t Invitation of 
others to return to the paths of "Truth and 
Peace, and lus ſucceſsful Induſtry 1n recover- 
ing thoſe whom he had been Inftrumental to 
pervert, ſufficiently demonſtrate the Sincerity 
and Integrity of his heart : And thoſe two cx- 
cellent Treatiſes he has writ for the diſabuling 
thoſe of the ſeparation, have made an abundang 
Compenſation for the Errours he was betray d 


-into through frailry & weakneſs of Judgment. 


But I come now to his Religion, ſuch as it 
was lince I knew him; and ſo Tle ſay ſome- 
thing of his own perſonal behaviour towards 
God, and of his zeal ro propagate the tear of 
God among others. 

As to his own behaviour, the Character of 
the Godly man in the Pſalnuſt was truly his. 
Bleſſed is the man that walketh not in the Counſel 
of the Ungadly, nor flandeth in the way cf ſinners, 


NOT 


(14) 

= ſetteth in the ſeat of the ſcornful. But his de- 
fight is in the Law of the Lord, and in his Law 
doth he meditate day and night, Pſal. 1. 1, 2. 
He was a man that did abonunate all Compa- 
ny wherein any thing was cither ſaid or done 
to thediſparagement of Vercue, or Diſhonour 
of Religion : He was fo far from partaking in 
the guile of any fuch thing, that he never wan- 
ted the courage to reprove and rebuke it: And 
as all filthy and finful Communication was an 
 Abomunation, ſo all crifing and unprofitable 
Communication was a burden to is Soul : And 
therefore it Was, that his Converiation was re- 
duc'd within ſo narrow a compals, that he had 
very few © onfidents and Intimates, and very 
little Company belides that of his near Relatt- 
ons gnd the Poor ; this he was with regard to 
Negative Righteouſneſs. As to poſitive Righ- 
reouſaecſs, 1t may be truly ſaid of him, that hs 
delight was in the Law of the Lord, whetner this 
be to be inferred from meditation or practice, 
' this could not but appcar to every one that 
convers'd with him, for he was richly furniſht 
with Scripture Knowledge, he had treaſured 
up the richeſt Portions of Divine Writ, he had 
digeſted them into. nouriſhment and ſtrength, 

and 


(15) 

and he was grown ſo famuliarly acquaintee 
with them,that there was no Dectrine of Faith, 
or Duty of Practice, for which he could nor 
readily urge ſeveral the moſt pertinent 'Texts ot 
Scripture, and not only cite the words, the 
Chapter, the verſe, but givea very Rational ac- 
count of the Spirit and delign of them, and of 
their coherence with the © ontext. But his Re- 
ligion, though it was, as 1t ought, begun and 
founded in /fnowledge, yet it did nor, hke that 
of many men, terminate & end 11 1t too, but was 
perfected and finithed in Prafice He was wont 
to place all Religion in three things, Contempla- 

tion, Adoration and Imitation. 
As to the firſt, that of Contemplation, which 
5 tothe other two, hke Oyl to Flame that nou- 
riihes and ſupports 1t: You may ghefs by ts 
Fnowledge in Divine things, that he was no 
ſtranger ro it. However one thing there is which 
deſerves to be recommended to your Imita- 
tion, Which is this ;. after long experience, his 
Soul was grown weary of ' truitleſs Specula- 
tions and Barrcn Controverſies, and his Medi- 
tations were of late wifely contined to theſe Ex- 
ccllent Subjects, the purity and holincſs of God, 
the riches of his Love and goodneſs to: man- 
| kind. 
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(16) 
kind manifeſted in Jeſus, and the blefledneſs of 
a future ſtate, into which laſt, he was very late- 
ly more particularly and Induſtriouſly inqui- 
{itive, beginning ſeveral diſcourſes with me on 
chat Subject, and carrying 'em on with no little 
Plcafure and Satisfaction. 

As to Adoration, hz comnluned, Iconteſs to 
me, thar of late he could not pur up his Petiti- 


ons with that Vigour and Importuaity, with 
that cloſe Application and [necntion of Spirit 
which he had formerly done; bur withall he 
acded, that as to one Pure of Adoration that of 


Praiſe and Thankſgiving, his Soul did abound 
11 thar, and he ever found himſclt exalted and 
Iitred up1n that Exerciſe. This part of Adoration 
hc was Wont tO account as a maintaining Com- 
mumon with the Heavenly Inhabitants, and a 
joyning with the Church triumphant in their 
Hallelujahs. Upon which ground, as alſo be- 
cauſe the purpolſc and devotion of his heart to- 


wards God 1n reſpect of his Faith, Love, and 


Obedience continued ſtedfaſt and unmoveable, 
I was inclin'd to impure the Alteration he com- 
plain'd of, not to any abarement of his {incerity 
or zcal, but to the heayincfs of his Age, and the 
Decay of his Spirits. 

As 
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As to Imitation of God, he conceived that'to 
confiit manly 1n doing 8 good, of which I ſhall 
ſay ſomthing preſently under the head of Cha- 
ricy, having firit, according to the Order I pro- 
pos d, taken notice of his zcal in propagating the 
fear of God amongit others, which was no leſs 


eminent 1n him than the Picty of his own De- 


meanour towards God. He never let ſhip any op- 
portunity cither of reproving and diſcountec- 
nancing vice, or of preaching up and recom- 
mending vertue, and ths hc did with that gra- 
vity and 2uthor 'ty, and with that Goodneſs and 
C harity, with thac Evidence of Scripture back't 
wich ttrengch of Reaſon and Expericnce, that 
he {clom miſſed of doing ſome good by 1t. Go 
was cxtream]ySoulicituus to inftruftYouth 1n th 
Principles of our Religion, for which ſe 
he h:d a Cat. himut his own compoſing cOn- 
ta:11g the grounds of our Uhritian Faith, 
which he did .ndultriouſl 11Print not only on 
th: memories, bur Jud gements and hcarts of 
young pcopl-the did oiten inculcate tne neceflity 
and afoul: {s of Writing Sermons, and repcat- 
10g Cin at home ; he did often bewail the Cor- 
ruprion of Converſation, and recommend the 
advantage of graciuus and good Diſcourſes 1n 
= D our 
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our daily and familiarEntercourſe with one ano- 
ther : he was zcalous for the obſervation of 
Family-Dutics, and in all this was eminently 
exemplary himfelf: His Reſolution was that of 


Toſhua, Chat. 24+ 15- As for me, Tand my Houſe : 


will ſerve the Lord. Nor can it be unknown to 
many here how ſucceſsful he was in this, what 
a ſpirit of R-ligion and Goodneſs reigncd 1n his 
Family, and what laſting impreſſions of both, 
his endeavours made in his Children ; and were 
it not that I ſhould oppreſs their Modeſty, and 
incur ( it may be ) an impuration of tlattery 
which I deteſt and ſcorn, 1 would inſiſt more 
largcly upon this Topick,asa Noble encourage- 
ment to the watchfulneſs and Induſtry of Fa- 


thers and Maſters over their Children and Fami- | 


lies : from this his Charity to the Soul, I pro- 
cced. 

2ly. To that which relates to theExternal ſtate 
of man ; this was the ſecond thing propoſed to 
be ſpoken to, after his Religion towards God, 
His Charity towards man. This was that in which 
he conccived the Imitation of God molt pro- 
perly to conſiſt, he was alwaics wont to have 
in his Mouth «hat of the Prophet Feremy, But 


tet bim that glorieth glory in this, that he under- 
flands 
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 flands and knows me that I am theLord .which exer- 


ciſe Loving kindneſs, Judgment and Righteouſneſs 
in the Farth ; for in thele things I delight, faith 
the Lord, Jer. 9. 24. This therefore was the 
Vertue wherein he was Eminent and Exemplary; 
© this he ſo wholly gave up his Heare and his 
Lite, that ] may Afatcly fav, hc did in forme 
degree renounye his own bufinefs and his own 
Intereſt, that he might wit Jets diitraction and 
berrer ſucceſs artend the Coiicerns of the poor 
and nufcravle. Tis rruc, (that I may her. antici- 
pate the O»jcition of foine ſor of men) theC ha 

rites he undertuuk and engag d hinſelt in, were 
too M.ny and too great to be carried on upon 
his own ſingle ſtock or particular fund ; hc had 
therefore aſſiſtance many waies; and much 
from many good men, Ibcheve, here preſent : 
but 'cis as true too, that he was not only a faith- 
ful Steward and diſpenſer of other mens Bounty, 
bat alſo bountiful humfclt even to the diminu- 
tion of his c{tare.To go on therefore to the point, 

ſeveral rjundeeds of Priſoners were by him, 

with great crayuil andexpence fct free; Nay, 
Priſons themſelves were ſct tree trom ſome op- 
preſlions and cheats that nad obtain in them, 

and readred more hoſpitable and tolerable to 
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che miſerable Inhabitants Fees being reduced to 
a Lower rate, and Maintenance and Provition 
for Priſoners much better fcrled: ſeveral entan- 
led eſtates were by his care, prudcnce and [a- 
bour clear'd and preſerved : Many deſolate 0r- 
phans tound 1n him the tenderneſs and compaſ- 
ſion of a Father, and many dufolate Widows the 
Care and Protection ofa Husvand : Huw ten. 
der and liberal he was ro very many Relations 
that ſtood in need of 11m, is well knownto 
many here. Finally, ſuch Numocrs of Poor 
were rclicved by him, that he was continually 
throng'd by flecks of his © hents, ( as he called 
them )and hecould fcarce pais any ({trect where 
the Bleſſings of ſorne one or other ſuccour'd 
by him, did not Iight upon him. Nor did his 
_ Charity exert it {elf only in the Relict of the poor 
and necdy, but alſo in nuniltring to every ſort 
of neceſſity and nifery of mankind ; he com- 
forted the afflicted, reſcucd the opprefied, ad- 
viſed and counſelled rhe Ignorant, and ſub- 
ducd the Obſtinate by the ſweetneſs of his ad- 
dreſs, by the mecknetſs of Reaſon, and an cx- 
traordinary Spirit of Religion, which diſcoyer'd 
it {clf in all his Diſcourſes : In Sum, whar ob 
ſaid of himiclf, may be with cruch applied - 
c 
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this good man. TI deliver d the poor that criew. 
and the - Fatherleſs and him that had none to help 
him : the bleſſing of him that was ready to periſh 
came upon me; and I cauſed the Widows heart 
to ſin? for joy. I put on Righteouſneſs, and it cloxth- 
edme ; My judgment was as a Robe and a Dia- 
dem : I was Eyes to the Blind, and Feet was 1 to 
Lame; Iwas a Father tothe poor, and the cauſe> 
which I knew not, I ſsarch't out, and I brake the 
Zaws of the wicked, and pluck't the Spoyl out of his 
Teeth, Fob 29. 11, 12, &c. Here I ſhould have 
concladed with tins general account, were 
there not in his Charity three things ſo emi- 
nently and peculiarly remarkable, that they de- 
ferve never to be forgot, his Meehneſs,his Induſtry, 
and his Delight in doing good. 

Firſt. His Meekreſs. He had a Text to this 
purpoſe which he did often repeat, Let it not 
grieve thee to bow down thine Far to the Poor, 
and to give hima friendly anſwer with Meekneſs, 
Ecclus. 4. 8. And he hy'd up to this Rule; no 
ſourneſs or churliſhneſs of Speech, no 1mpati- 
ence or infolence of Bchaviour did ever imbit- 
ter his Alms or Relief to the needy : Charity 
was not a greater Ornament to Him, than his 


Sweetneſs and Meekneſs was to his Charity: .He 
would 
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would offen hear not only tedious and imperti- 
nent, bur alſo rude and paftionate diſcourſes, 
with matchleſs Patience and Goodneſs, having 
regard to the muſcries, not the trailties of thoſe 
who addrefled themſelves to him. 

Secondly, His Induſtry. He had often in his 
Mouth that of che Pſalmuiſt, Bleſſed is he that 
conjiders the Poor, and that of 0b jutt now c1- 
ted, 7he cauſe that I knew not, I ſearch't out : 
And accordingly he did with indefatigavle pa- 
tience found the depths, and fathom the butrum 
of every cauſe; and when he did with great ſo- 
licitude and earneitneſs of mind, {tudy, con- 
trive and conſ{ulc what mecrhod was mott likly 
co prove cff:ctual for the redreſs .of the mifera- 
ble; and when he had fixt upon 1t, he ſet his 
.hzart ſo much upon the accompliſhmene of hi: 
delign, that there were ſ:Idom, if cver, any dif-. 
ficulties ſo great, which hc did not one way or 
other remove or ſurmount: And he never 
thought much of the time or Travail which he 
beſtowed thus : So intent was he upon the ex- 
cellent works of Charity, that he purſued them 
panting,and almoft breathleſs ; and I have ſome- 
times heard him regret the weakneſs and Infir- 
micy of his Age, and expreſs his Fear, left he 

T ſhould 
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ſhould live to thoſe years, wherein, through ds 
fect of ſtrength, he might be urterly uſelets. 
Indeed, his decayed body was not at length 
able to undergo all the drudgery which fo ma- 
ny and con{tderable deligns of Charity did re- 
quire ; and therefore, for ſeveral 1s laſt years, 
he maintain'd a Servant on purpoſe to receive 
and execute his Directions 

One paſſage under this head I forgot in the Pul- 
pit, and it deſerves not to be omitted inthe Prefs, 
which is, that he was often adviſed and preſſed to 
go into the Country for his health ſake ; atainſt 
this, he urged many ſcruples, which though they 
appear d not to others of ſufficient weight, yet he 
could newer bring his mind to it; What {all my 
Poor then do ? ſaid he, 'tis even beſt for me to 
dyc in my Station and 1inmy Imployment. - 

Such was his Vigour, ſuch his Induſtry, And. 
Gcd was pleas'd to bleſs him with ſuirable tſuc- 
ccls ; ſo that *uls nor eaſy to expreſs Ins Felicity 
in mollitying the moſt obdurate Creditors, in 
reducing them to terms of Moderation and 
C haritzole compoſition, in reconciling gitte- 
rences, and in {weetning the moſt alienated a1:d. 
cxaſp-rated minds. 

Thirdly, His Delight. It was one of his _=_ 
ng; 
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ling Propoſitions which he ſet a high rate up- 
on, 7 hat the Life of Man is to be eſtimated by 
the uſefulneſs of it ; and accordingly that portt- 
on of hisLite was always moſt delightful and va- 
luable ro him, wherein he was moſt ſuccefully 
active in ſome defign of Charity ; his Spirit re- 
joiced within Inm, when God had blefied him 
in the accomplihment of any good work; and 
I may confidently fay, that never Suuloier en- 
rertaind Viitory, or Trad-r the 11orcaſe of Nis 
Wealth with a truer f:t1 {action 'than he did 
the ſucceſles of his Charitable Laivuars, I con- 
teſs, that taking notice, how inuch he was 


pleas'd with reflecting upon and repeating in.n- 


iclt ſeveral of his atchieyements, and w:rh hear- 
ing the ecchoes and rebounds of tim fron 0- 
thers, I grew ſometimes jealous of him, Iett Dead 
Flies ſhould corrupt this) yntment,and a fiily at- 
tectation of Praiſe and vain glory ſhould blaſt 
hisCharity,and bereave him of the Fruit andRe- 
ward of it; but upon narrower I1ſpe<tion into 
the Root of chis marter, I found that this ſprung 
from the pleaſure he took in the Comfort and 
Happineis which he procur'd to others:his pious 
Soul, as it did ſuffer in the miſery, ſo did it exalt 
inthe Proſperity of his Brother, as he was xcady 

to 
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to weep with thoſe that wept, ſo alſo 10 rejoyce with 
theſe that rejoyced, and ſo much the more when- 
ever God had made him the Inſtrument of their 
Foy, fothat it was not his own praiſe that creat- 
cd his Satisfation, bur the good procur'd his 
Neighbour, and the honour which did from: 
thence redound to God. 

Shall I now after all, add his Juſtice, In- 
tcgrity and Diligence in all his dealings. 
and undertakings? His Simplicity and Can- 
dour, his Ingenuity, Meckneſs and Humility 
in all his Converſation ? His Plainefs, Sincerity 
and Zeal towards his Friend, ſhewing it ſelf. 
eſpecially in his tenderneſs for his Eternal [n-- 
tereſt > The ſweetneſs and obligingneſs of his 
carriage, not towards his Children only, . 
but even towards the meaneft that had. 
any Relation to him? Shall I add his Chrilt:- 
an Modcration, and Comprehenſive Charity, , 
for all peaceful, humble, and upright Chritti- 
ans of cycry perſuaſion? Shall I infilt upon his 
Purity and Heavenly mindedneſs, not only to. 
an Indifference, but ( I may almoſt ſay ) even 
Contempt for the things of this World, Wealth, . 
Power, Honour, and the Oſtentation - of Lite 2. 
Shall I finally xemember his Strictneſs and So- 
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briety, which was ſtich, that I had much ado to 
remove ſome Scrupl:s out of his niind abour 
the uſe of ſuch things, as-I judg'd necetfary to 
the ſupport of his age, and the maintenance of 
his health and ſtrength? Theſe and other Ver- 
eucs of our deccas'd Friend, I might inf1it upon; 
ard in all this, I ſhould have the reftimony and 
approbation-of ail that knew him * Bufch-: ri.ne 
would fail-me, and I have ſaid cnougi, coourh 
to do right in ſore mcaſure to the memory. of 
this Exccllent.perion, for the Righteous /1 a! be 
had in everlaſting Remembrance ; enough to d- 
miniſter unſpeakable comforc and ſatsfaction 
£0 his Relations, and enough, I hope, to cxcite 
and ſtir up all thathear me this day to the Imt- 
tation of this good man's Vertucs, cſpecially 
when we ſhall add the conſideration in my text, 
that this will fortific us againſt all che Terrours 
of Death; this will give us comfort and Aſſy- 
rance in the approaches of it. Then ſhall we be 
able to aſſurc our ſclves that we are the Childrez 
of God, when we inutate his goodnefs, 'and re- 
Joyce, as hedoth, in the works of Mercy and 
Charity : Then ſhall we be able to aflurc our 
ſelves that we are the true followers. of Jeſus, 
when we are cd by the ſame ſpirit, when we 
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elorify God upon Earth, and finiſh the works which . 
'be has given us todo: And'then ſhall we'be able 
to lye down 1n the aflured expectations ofa blcf- 
ſed Reſurrection. This was the happy ſtate of 
this excellent man ; Death was his Meditation, 
Death his Expectation ; and when he met it, he 
-met it with a cheartul and ſerene foul; the Laſt 
words 'Ihad from him when I bid hun my laſt 
farewel onSunday, were,You and | ſhall meet again 
'rn another World, I do not queſtion it at all. Ah! 
; 'that we could all hve fo as co have no tears, no 
doubts about eternal Lite when we are come to 
dye ! O think of the blcſledneſs of ſuch a ſtate! 
and thea remember that tus aſſurance ariſes 
trom the conſcience of a well- ſpent Life, that no- 
thing but a faithful diſcharge of our ſteward- 
ſhip can enable us to meet God with comfort, 
and give us an Inheritance with Saints in Glory, 
Þ and cnrolus amongſtthe Spirits of Juſt men 
made pertect. 
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